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15 INTERACTIONS OF THE FOREGOING

15.1 INTRODUCTION

Schedule 6 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (S.I. 600/2001) sets out the
requirement to consider the interrelationships of certain aspects of the environment as part of
the EIA process. All environmental factors are inter-related to some extent, and this section
draws attention to significant interactions and interdependencies in the existing environment.

Interactions are usually highly complex, and a change in any one factor, such as land-use or
water quality, could affect all of the other interrelated factors. Assessors need to be vigilant
for pathways — direct and indirect — that can magnify effects through-the interaction or
accumulation of effects — for instance the potential for cumulative significant effects to arise
from multiple non-significant effects. Although almost all environmental aspects are inter-
related to some degree only the significant interactions are usually considered in an
assessment.

The scoping stage should consider the likely relevant interactions that need to be assessed in
the EIAR. The EPA (2017) notes that the interactions between impacts on different
environmental factors should be addressed as -appropriate throughout the EIAR. The
interactions of the impacts and mitigation measures between one topic and another, where
applicable, are discussed under the respective environmental factor in sections 4 to 14, rather
than in Section 15 Interactions. This section draws attention to significant interactions and
interdependencies in the existing environment, but the actual interactions and their
significance are dealt with in the relevant chapter.

An EIAR is typically prepared by a number of specialist consultants, and as a result, it is
important that the interactions between the various disciplines are also considered. Close co-
ordination and management within the EIA team is needed to ensure that interactions are
adequately addressed throughout an EIAR.

The general practice is to include a matrix to show where interactions between effects on
different environmental factors have been addressed. This is usually done using the actual
headings used- in the EIAR for each factor. The following matrix has been generated to show
where possible interactions (top of matrix) may result between the various environmental
factors including brief details (bottom of matrix). For details of any interactions refer to the
relevant sections of the EIAR.



Table 15 Interactions Matrix
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